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According to Federal law, McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act, the term homeless children and youth means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. This definition also includes:

· Children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason.

· Children who may be living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, shelters, or awaiting foster care placement.

· Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.

· Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar setting.

· Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are children who are living in similar circumstances listed above.

State educational agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) must ensure that each homeless child and youth has equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool program, as other children and youth. They have rights that include:

· The right to enroll in school without having a permanent address.

· The right to immediate enrollment and attend classes while the school gathers school and immunization    records or any other paperwork needed for enrollment.

· The right to be on the free breakfast and lunch program at school.

· The right to receive transportation to the school they last attended.

· The right to continue attending the school they last attended (or the one they have attended since the beginning of the school year) to the extent feasible.

· The right to receive partial credit for productive time spent in high school classes.

· The right to enroll and attend classes in the school of their choice while the school and the homeless student/family seek to resolve a dispute over where to enroll.
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Humboldt County Office of Education
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