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California Education Code Excerpts 

 
SARB Statutes: Legislative Foundations 

The following statutes describe the legislative intent and duties for the local, county, and State 

SARB.  

 

48320. School Attendance Review Boards  

(a) In enacting this article it is the intent of the Legislature that intensive guidance and 

coordinated community services may be provided to meet the special needs of pupils with school 

attendance problems or school behavior problems.  

(b) Any school attendance review board, established pursuant to this article, which determines 

that available public and private services are insufficient or inappropriate to correct school 

attendance or school behavior problems of minors may:  

(1) Propose and promote the use of alternatives to the juvenile court system.  

(2) Provide, in any proposed alternative, for maximum utilization of community and 

regional resources appropriately employed in behalf of minors prior to any involvement 

with the judicial system.  

(3) Encourage an understanding that any alternative based on the utilization of 

community resources carries an inherent agency and citizen commitment directed toward 

the continuing improvement of such resources and the creation of resources where none 

exist.  

 

48321. SARB Membership  

(a) (1) A county school attendance review board may be established in each county.  

 

(2) The county school attendance review board, if established, shall include, but need not be    

limited to, all of the following:  

(A) A parent.  

(B) A representative of school districts.  

(C) A representative of the county probation department.  

(D) A representative of the county welfare department.  

(E) A representative of the county superintendent of schools.  

(F) A representative of law enforcement agencies.  

(G) A representative of community-based youth service centers.  

(H) A representative of school guidance personnel.  

(I) A representative of child welfare and attendance personnel.  

(J) A representative of school or county health care personnel.  

(K) A representative of school, county, or community mental health personnel  

 

(3) The school district representatives on the county school attendance review board shall be 

nominated by the governing boards of school districts and shall be appointed by the county 

superintendent of schools. All other persons and group representatives shall be appointed by 

the county board of education.  
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(4) If a county school attendance review board exists, the county superintendent of schools  

shall, at the beginning of each school year, convene a meeting of the county 154 school 

attendance review board for the purpose of adopting plans to promote interagency and 

community cooperation and to reduce the duplication of services provided to youth who have 

serious school attendance and behavior problems.  

 

(b) (1) Local school attendance review boards may include, but need not be limited to, all of the 

following:  

(c)  

(A) A parent.  

(B) A representative of school districts.  

(C) A representative of the county probation department.  

(D) A representative of the county welfare department.  

(E) A representative of the county superintendent of schools.  

(F) A representative of law enforcement agencies.  

(G) A representative of community-based youth service centers.  

(H) A representative of school guidance personnel.  

(I) A representative of child welfare and attendance personnel.  

(J) A representative of school or county health care personnel.  

(K) A representative of school, county, or community mental health personnel.  

 

(2) Other persons or group representatives shall be appointed by the county board of 

education.  

(d) The county school attendance review board may elect pursuant to regulations adopted 

pursuant to Section 48324, one member as chairperson with responsibility for 

coordinating services of the county school attendance review board.  

(e) The county school attendance review board may provide for the establishment of local 

school attendance review boards in any number as shall be necessary to carry out the 

intent of this article.  

(f) In any county in which there is no county school attendance review board, a school 

district governing board may elect to establish a local school attendance review board, 

which shall operate in the same manner and have the same authority as a county school 

attendance review board.  

(g) The county school attendance review board may provide consultant services to, and 

coordinate activities of, local school attendance review boards in meeting the special 

needs of pupils with school attendance or school behavior problems.  

(h) When the county school attendance review board determines that the needs of pupils 

as defined in this article can best be served by a single board, the county school 

attendance review board may then serve as the school attendance review board for all 

pupils in the county, or, upon the request of any school district in the county, the county 

school attendance review board may serve as the school attendance review board for 

pupils of that district.  

(i) Nothing in this article is intended to prohibit any agreement on the part of counties to 

provide these services on a regional basis.  
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48322. County SARB Community Resources  
The county school attendance review board may encourage local school attendance review 

boards to maintain a continuing inventory of community resources, including alternative 

educational programs, and to make recommendations for the improvement of such resources and 

programs or for the creation of new resources and programs where none exist.  

 

48323. SARB Representatives  
Each of the departments or agencies authorized to participate in school attendance review boards 

may assign personnel to represent the department or agency on a continuing basis in accordance 

with the intent of this article. The duties, obligations, or responsibilities which may be imposed 

on local governmental entities by this act are such that the related costs are incurred as a part of 

their normal operating procedures. The minor costs of such services may be borne by each 

agency or department and each or all of the participants may apply for and utilize state or federal 

funds as may be available.  

 

48324. County SARB Regulations  
The county school attendance review board may adopt such rules and regulations not 

inconsistent with law, as are necessary for its own government and to enable it to carry out the 

provisions of this article. The rules and regulations may be binding upon the local school 

attendance review boards which are established pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 48321.  

 

48325. State SARB  
(a) The Legislature finds and declares that statewide policy coordination and personnel training 

with respect to county attendance review boards will greatly facilitate the achievement of the 

goals expressed in Section 48320. It is therefore the intent of the Legislature in enacting this 

section to do the following:  

(1) Encourage the cooperation, coordination, and development of strategies to support county 

school attendance review boards in carrying out their responsibilities to establish local school 

attendance review boards as necessary. These strategies may include, but need not be limited 

to, plans for the training of school attendance review board personnel.  

(2) Divert pupils with serious attendance and behavioral problems from the juvenile justice 

system to agencies more directly related to the state public school system by developing a 

system for gathering and dispensing information on successful community-based and school-

based programs.  

(3) Reduce duplication of the services of state and county agencies in serving high-risk youth, 

including youth with school attendance or behavioral problems.  

(4) Reduce the number of dropouts in the state public education system by promoting 

interagency cooperation among those agencies which have as their goals preventing pupils 

from dropping out, and increasing the holding power of the public schools.  

(b) The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall coordinate and administer a state school 

attendance review board, as follows:  

(1) On or before January 31 of each year, the superintendent shall extend invitations of 

participation to representatives of appropriate groups throughout the state, including, but not 

limited to, representatives of school districts, parent groups, county probation departments, 

county welfare departments, county superintendents of schools, law enforcement agencies, 
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community-based youth service centers, school guidance personnel, child welfare and 

attendance personnel, the health care profession and state associations having an interest in 

youth with school attendance or behavioral problems. The superintendent shall also request 

the participation of representatives from interested state agencies or departments, including, 

but not limited to, the Department of the California Youth Authority, the Department of 

Justice, the State Department of Social Services, and the Office of Criminal Justice Planning. 

To the extent feasible, members of the board shall include persons who are currently members 

of county or local school attendance review boards. For every year after the first year that the 

board is convened, the purpose of the invitations of participation shall be to inform appropriate 

groups, state agencies, and departments of the purposes of the board, to fill vacancies, and to 

supplement the membership of the board as necessary.  

 

(2) The superintendent shall prescribe an appropriate deadline for acceptance of invitations of 

participation as a member of the state school attendance review board for that particular year, 

and the invitations accepted on or before the deadline shall constitute the board for that year, 

except that the board shall also include a representative of the State Department of Education 

designated by the director of that department. The representative of the State Department of 

Education shall be the chairperson of the board.  

 

(3) The superintendent shall convene the board at least four times during the year. At its first 

meeting, the board shall elect any officers, other than its chairperson, as it deems necessary. 

Members of the board shall serve without compensation and without reimbursement of travel 

and living expenses.  

 

(4) The State Department of Education shall provide assistance as requested by the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction in order to implement the provisions of this section.  

 

(c) The state school attendance review board shall make recommendations annually to the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, and to state agencies as deemed appropriate, regarding the 

needs and services provided to high-risk youth, including youth with school attendance or 

behavioral problems, in the state public schools, and shall propose uniform guidelines or other 

means to attain the goals stated in subdivision (a).  

 

 

Compulsory Attendance Laws 
48200. Children between the ages 6 and 18  

Each person between the ages of 6 and 18 years not exempted under the provisions of this 

chapter or Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 48400) is subject to compulsory full-time 

education. Each person subject to compulsory full-time education and each person subject to 

compulsory continuation education not exempted under the provisions of Chapter 3 

(commencing with Section 48400) shall attend the public full-time day school or continuation 

school or classes and for the full time designated as the length of the school day by the governing 

board of the school district in which the residency of either the parent or legal guardian is located 

and each parent, guardian, or other person having control or charge of the pupil shall send the 

pupil to the public full-time day school or continuation school or classes and for the full time 



5 
Appendix B Cal Ed Codes, 2016 

designated as the length of the school day by the governing board of the school district in which 

the residence of either the parent or legal guardian is located.  

Unless otherwise provided for in this code, a pupil shall not be enrolled for less than the 

minimum school day established by law.  

 

48260. Definition of truant  

(a) Any pupil subject to compulsory full-time education or to compulsory continuation education 

who is absent from school without valid excuse three full days in one school year or tardy or 

absent for more than any 30-minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on three 

occasions in one school year, or any combination thereof, is a truant and shall be reported to the 

attendance supervisor or to the superintendent of the school district.  

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), it is the intent of the Legislature that school districts shall 

not change the method of attendance accounting provided for in existing law and shall not be 

required to employ period-by-period attendance accounting. 

(c) For purposes of this article, a valid excuse includes, but is not limited to, the reasons for 

which a pupil shall be excused from school pursuant to Sections 48205 and 48225.5 and may 

include other reasons that are within the discretion of school administrators and, based on the 

facts of the pupil's circumstances, are deemed to constitute a valid excuse. 

 

48260.5 Contents of first truancy notice to parents or guardians  
Upon a pupil's initial classification as a truant, the school district shall notify the pupil's parent or 

guardian using the most cost-effective method possible, which may include electronic mail or a 

telephone call:  

(a) That the pupil is truant.  

(b) That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the pupil at school.  

(c) That parents or guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be guilty of an infraction and 

subject to prosecution pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 48290) of Chapter 2 of 

Part 27.  

(d) That alternative educational programs are available in the district.  

(e) That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss 

solutions to the pupil's truancy.  

(f) That the pupil may be subject to prosecution under Section 48264.  

(g) That the pupil may be subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the pupil's driving 

privilege pursuant to Section 13202.7 of the Vehicle Code.  

(h) That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the pupil to school and attend 

classes with the pupil for one day.  

 

48261. Subsequent report of truancy  
Any pupil who has once been reported as a truant and who is again absent from school without 

valid excuse one or more days, or tardy on one or more days, shall again be reported as a truant 

to the attendance supervisor or the superintendent of the district.  

 

48262. Habitual truant  
Any pupil is deemed an habitual truant who has been reported as a truant three or more times per 

school year, provided that no pupil shall be deemed an habitual truant unless an appropriate 

district officer or employee has made a conscientious effort to hold at least one conference with a 
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parent or guardian of the pupil and the pupil himself, after the filing of either of the reports 

required by Section 48260 or Section 48261. For purposes of this section, a conscientious effort 

means attempting to communicate with the parents or guardians of the pupil at least once using 

the most cost-effective method possible, which may include electronic mail or a telephone call.  

 

 

48263. Referral to SARB or truancy mediation program  
If any minor pupil in any district of a county is an habitual truant, or is irregular in attendance at 

school, as defined in this article, or is habitually insubordinate or disorderly during attendance at 

school, the pupil may be referred to a school attendance review board or to the probation 

department for services if the probation department has elected to receive these referrals. The 

supervisor of attendance, or any other persons the governing board of the school district or 

county may designate, making the referral shall notify the minor and parents or guardians of the 

minor, in writing, of the name and address of the board or probation department to which the 

matter has been referred and of the reason for the referral. The notice shall indicate that the pupil 

and parents or guardians of the pupil will be required, along with the referring person, to meet 

with the school attendance review board or probation officer to consider a proper disposition of 

the referral.  

 

If the school attendance review board or probation officer determines that available community 

services can resolve the problem of the truant or insubordinate pupil, then the board or probation 

officer shall direct the pupil or the pupil's parents or guardians, or both, to make use of those 

community services. The school attendance review board or probation officer may require, at 

any time that it determines proper, the pupil or parents or guardians of the pupil, or both, to 

furnish satisfactory evidence of participation in the available community services.  

If the school attendance review board or probation officer determines that available community 

services cannot resolve the problem of the truant or insubordinate pupil or if the pupil or the 

parents or guardians of the pupil, or both, have failed to respond to directives of the school 

attendance review board or probation officer or to services provided, the school attendance 

review board may, pursuant to Section 48263.5, notify the district attorney or the probation 

officer, or both, of the county in which the school district is located, or the probation officer may, 

pursuant to Section 48263.5, notify the district attorney, if the district attorney or the probation 

officer has elected to participate in the truancy mediation program described in that section. If 

the district attorney or the probation office has not elected to participate in the truancy mediation 

program described in Section 48263.5, the school attendance review board or probation officer 

may direct the county superintendent of schools to, and, thereupon, the county superintendent of 

schools shall, request a petition on behalf of the pupil in the juvenile court of the county. Upon 

presentation of a petition on behalf of a pupil, the juvenile court of the county shall hear all 

evidence relating to the petition. The school attendance review board or the probation officer 

shall submit to the juvenile court documentation of efforts to secure attendance as well as its 

recommendations on what action the juvenile court shall take in order to bring about a proper 

disposition of the case.  

 

In any county which has not established a school attendance review board, if the school district 

determines that available community resources cannot resolve the problem of the truant or 

insubordinate pupil, or if the pupil or the pupil's parents or guardians, or both, have failed to 
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respond to the directives of the school district or the services provided, the school district, 

pursuant to Section 48260.6, may notify the district attorney or the probation officer, or both, of 

the county in which the school district is located, if the district attorney or the probation officer 

has elected to participate in the truancy mediation program described in Section 48260.6.  

 

 

48263.5 Notice to District Attorney or Probation Officer  
(a) In any county which has established a county school attendance review board pursuant to 

Section 48321, the school attendance review board may notify the district attorney or the 

probation officer, or both, of the county in which the school district is located, or the probation 

officer may notify the district attorney, by first-class mail or other reasonable means, of the 

following if the district attorney or the probation officer has elected to participate in the truancy 

mediation program described in subdivision  

(1) The name of each pupil who has been classified as a truant and concerning whom the 

school attendance review board or the probation officer has determined:  

(A) That available community services cannot resolve the truancy or insubordination 

problem.  

(B) That the pupil or the parents or guardians of the pupil, or both, have failed to respond 

to directives of the school attendance review board or probation officer or to services 

provided.  

    (2) The name and address of the parent or guardian of each pupil described in paragraph (1).  

(b) Upon receipt of notification provided pursuant to subdivision (a), the district attorney or the 

probation officer may notify the parents or guardians of each pupil concerning whom notification 

has been received, by first-class mail or other reasonable means, that they may be subject to 

prosecution pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 48290) of Chapter 2 of Part 27 for 

failure to compel the attendance of the pupil at school. The district attorney or the probation 

officer may also request the parents or guardians and the child to attend a meeting in the district 

attorney's office or at the probation department pursuant to Section 601.3 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code to discuss the possible legal consequences of the child's truancy. Notice of the 

meeting shall be given pursuant to Section 601.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.  

 

48263.6 Definition of a Chronic Truant (effective January 1, 2011)  
Any pupil subject to compulsory full-time education or to compulsory continuation education 

who is absent from school without a valid excuse for 10 percent or more of the schooldays in one 

school year, from the date of enrollment to the current date, is deemed a chronic truant, provided 

that the appropriate school district officer or employee has complied with Sections 48260, 

48260.5, 48261, 48262, 48263, and 48291. 160  

 

48264. Arrest of truants  
The attendance supervisor or his or her designee, a peace officer, a school administrator or his or 

her designee, or a probation officer may arrest or assume temporary custody, during school 

hours, of any minor subject to compulsory full-time education or to compulsory continuation 

education found away from his or her home and who is absent from school without valid excuse 

within the county, city, or city and county, or school district.  

 

48264.5 Penalties to minor for first through fourth truancies  
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Any minor who is required to be reported as a truant pursuant to Section 48260 or 48261 may be 

required to attend makeup classes conducted on one day of a weekend pursuant to subdivision 

(c) of Section 37223 and is subject to the following:  

(b) The first time a truancy report is required, the pupil may be personally given a written 

warning by any peace officer specified in Section 830.1 of the Penal Code. A record of 

the written warning may be kept at the school for a period of not less than two years, or 

until the pupil graduates, or transfers, from that school. If the pupil transfers, the record 

may be forwarded to any school receiving the pupil's school records. A record of the 

written warning may be maintained by the law enforcement agency in accordance with 

that law enforcement agency's policies and procedures.  

(c) The second time a truancy report is required within the same school year, the pupil 

may be assigned by the school to an afterschool or weekend study program located within 

the same county as the pupil's school. If the pupil fails to successfully complete the 

assigned study program, the pupil shall be subject to subdivision.  

(d) The third time a truancy report is required within the same school year, the pupil shall 

be classified a habitual truant, as defined in Section 48262, and may be referred to, and 

required to attend, an attendance review board or a truancy mediation program pursuant 

to Section 48263 or pursuant to Section 601.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. If the 

district does not have a truancy mediation program, the pupil may be required to attend a 

comparable program deemed acceptable by the school district's attendance supervisor .If 

the pupil does not successfully complete the truancy mediation program or other similar 

program, the pupil shall be subject to subdivision.  

(e) The fourth time a truancy is required to be reported within the same school year, the 

pupil shall be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court which may adjudge the pupil to 

be a ward of the court pursuant to Section 601 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. If the 

pupil is adjudged a ward of the court, the pupil shall be required to do one or more of the 

following:  

(1) Performance at court-approved community services sponsored by either a 

public or private nonprofit agency for not less than 20 hours but not more than 40 

hours over a period not to exceed 90 days, during a time other than the pupil's 

hours of school attendance or employment. The probation officer shall report to 

the court the failure of the pupil to comply with this paragraph.  

(2) Payment of a fine by the pupil of not more than one hundred dollars ($100) for 

which a parent or guardian of the pupil may be jointly liable.  

(3) Attendance of a court-approved truancy prevention program.  

(4) Suspension or revocation of driving privileges pursuant to Section 13202.7 of 

the Vehicle Code. This subdivision shall apply only to a pupil who has attended a 

school attendance review board program, a program operated by a probation 

department acting as a school attendance review board, or a truancy mediation 

program pursuant to subdivision (c).  

 

48265. Delivery of Truant  
Any person arresting or assuming temporary custody of a minor pursuant to Section 48264 shall 

forthwith deliver the minor either to the parent, guardian, or other person having control, or 

charge of the minor, or to the school from which the minor is absent, or to a non-secure youth 

service or community center designated by the school or district for counseling prior to returning 
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such minor to his home or school, or to a school counselor or pupil services and attendance 

officer located at a police station for the purpose of obtaining immediate counseling from the 

counselor or officer prior to returning or being returned to his home or school, or, if the minor is 

found to have been declared an habitual truant, he shall cause the minor to be brought before the 

probation officer of the county having jurisdiction over minors.  

 

48266. Report by arresting officer  
Any person taking action pursuant to Sections 48264 and 48265 shall report the matter, and the 

disposition made by him of the minor to the school authorities of the city, or city and county, or 

school district and to the minor's parent or guardian.  

 

48267. Truants, disorderly pupils or persons required to attend school programs as a 

condition of probation  
Any pupil who has once been adjudged an habitual truant or habitually insubordinate or 

disorderly during attendance at school by the juvenile court of the county, or has been found to 

be a person described in Section 602 and as a condition of probation is required to attend a 

school program approved by a probation officer, who is reported as a truant from school one or 

more days or tardy on one or more days without valid excuse, in the same school year or in a 

succeeding year, or habitually insubordinate, or disorderly during attendance at school, shall be 

brought to the attention of the juvenile court and the pupil's probation or parole officer within 10 

days of the reported violation.  

 

Notwithstanding Section 827 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, written notice that a minor 

enrolled in a public school in grades 7 to 12, inclusive, has been found by a court to be a person 

described in Section 602 and as a condition of probation is required to attend a school program 

approved by a probation officer shall be provided by the juvenile court, within seven days of the 

entry of the dispositional order, to the superintendent of the school district of attendance, which 

information shall be expeditiously transmitted to the principal or to one person designated by the 

principal of the school that the minor is attending. The principal or the principal's designee shall 

not disclose this information to any other person except as otherwise required by law.  

 

48268. Order to parent to deliver child to school for remainder of school term  
The court, in addition to any judgment it may make regarding the pupil, may render judgment 

that the parent, guardian, or person having the control or charge of the pupil shall deliver him at  

the beginning of each school day, for the remainder of the school term, at the school from which 

he is a truant, or in which he has been insubordinate or disorderly during attendance, or to a 

school designated by school authorities.  

 

48269. Parent’s bond to secure attendance of pupil  
If the parent, guardian, or other person having control or charge of the child, within three days 

after the rendition of the judgment executes a bond to the governing board of the school district 

in the sum of two hundred dollars ($200), conditioned that the child will, during the remainder of 

the current school year, regularly attend some public or private school in the city, or city and 

county, or school district, and not be insubordinate or disorderly during attendance, then the 

court may make an order suspending the execution of the judgment so long as the condition of 

the bond is complied with. The bond shall be filed with the secretary of the board of education, 
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or clerk of the board of trustees. All money paid or collected on the bond shall be paid into the 

county treasury as provided in Section 41001.  

 

48273. Report to county superintendent of schools of needed SARB information  
The governing board of each school district shall adopt rules and regulations to require the 

appropriate officers and employees of the district to gather and transmit to the county 

superintendent of schools the number and types of referrals to school attendance review boards 

and of requests for petitions to the juvenile court pursuant to Section 48263. 163  

 

 

Access to Student Records 
49076. (a) A school district is not authorized to permit access to pupil records to a person 

without written parental consent or under judicial order except that:  

(1) Access to those particular records relevant to the legitimate educational interests of the 

requester shall be permitted to the following:  

(A) School officials and employees of the district, members of a school attendance 

review board appointed pursuant to Section 48321, and any volunteer aide, 18 years of 

age or older, who has been investigated, selected, and trained by a school attendance 

review board for the purpose of providing follow-up services to pupils referred to the 

school attendance review board, provided that the person has a legitimate educational 

interest to inspect a record.  

(B) Officials and employees of other public schools or school systems, including local, 

county, or state correctional facilities where educational programs leading to high school 

graduation are provided or where the pupil intends to or is directed to enroll, subject to 

the rights of parents as provided in Section 49068.  

(C) Authorized representatives of the Comptroller General of the United States, the 

Secretary of Education, and administrative head of an education agency, state education 

officials, or their respective designees, or the United States Office of Civil Rights, where 

the information is necessary to audit or evaluate a state or federally supported education 

program or pursuant to a federal or state law, provided that except when collection of 

personally identifiable information is specifically authorized by federal law, data 

collected by those officials shall be protected in a manner that will not permit the 

personal identification of pupils or their parents by other than those officials, and 

personally identifiable data shall be destroyed when no longer needed for the audit, 

evaluation, and enforcement of federal legal requirements.  

(D) Other state and local officials to the extent that information is specifically required to 

be reported pursuant to state law adopted prior to November 19, 1974.  

(E) Parents of a pupil 18 years of age or older who is a dependent as defined in Section 

152 of Title 26 of the United States Code.  

(F) A pupil 16 years of age or older or having completed the 10th grade who requests 

access.  

(G) A district attorney who is participating in or conducting a truancy mediation program 

pursuant to Section 48263.5, or Section 601.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or 

participating in the presentation of evidence in a truancy petition pursuant to Section 681 

of the Welfare and Institutions Code.  
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(H) A prosecuting agency for consideration against a parent or guardian for failure to 

comply with the Compulsory Education Law (Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 

48200) of Part 27) or with Compulsory Continuation Education (Chapter 3 (commencing 

with Section 48400) of Part 27).  

(I) (i) A probation officer, district attorney, or counsel of record for a minor for the 

purposes of conducting a criminal investigation or an investigation in regards to declaring 

a person a ward of the court or involving a violation of a condition of probation.  

(ii) For purposes of this subparagraph, a probation officer, district attorney, and 

counsel of record for a minor shall be deemed to be local officials for purposes of 

Section 99.31(a)(5)(i) of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 164  

(iii) Pupil records obtained pursuant to this subparagraph shall be subject to the 

evidentiary rules described in Section 701 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.  

(J) A judge or probation officer for the purpose of conducting a truancy mediation 

program for a pupil, or for purposes of presenting evidence in a truancy petition pursuant 

to Section 681 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. The judge or probation officer shall 

certify in writing to the school district that the information will be used only for truancy 

purposes. A school district releasing pupil information to a judge or probation officer 

pursuant to this subparagraph shall inform, or provide written notification to, the parent 

or guardian of the pupil within 24 hours of the release of the information.  

(K) A county placing agency for the purpose of fulfilling the requirements of the health 

and education summary required pursuant to Section 16010 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code or for the purpose of fulfilling educational case management 

responsibilities required by the juvenile court or by law and to assist with the school 

transfer or enrollment of a pupil. School districts, county offices of education, and county 

placing agencies may develop cooperative agreements to facilitate confidential access to 

and exchange of the pupil information by electronic mail, facsimile, electronic format, or 

other secure means.  

(2) School districts may release information from pupil records to the following:  

(A) Appropriate persons in connection with an emergency if the knowledge of the 

information is necessary to protect the health or safety of a pupil or other persons.  

(B) Agencies or organizations in connection with the application of a pupil for, or receipt 

of, financial aid. However, information permitting the personal identification of a pupil or 

his or her parents may be disclosed only as may be necessary for purposes as to 

determine the eligibility of the pupil for financial aid, to determine the amount of the 

financial aid, to determine the conditions which will be imposed regarding the financial 

aid, or to enforce the terms or conditions of the financial aid.  

(C) The county elections official, for the purpose of identifying pupils eligible to register 

to vote, and for conducting programs to offer pupils an opportunity to register to vote. 

The information shall not be used for any other purpose or given or transferred to any 

other person or agency.  

(D) Accrediting associations in order to carry out their accrediting functions.  

(E) Organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, educational agencies or 

institutions for the purpose of developing, validating, or administering predictive tests, 

administering student aid programs, and improving instruction, if the studies are 

conducted in a manner that will not permit the personal identification of pupils or their 
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parents by persons other than representatives of the organizations and the information 

will be destroyed when no longer needed for the purpose for which it is obtained.  

(F) Officials and employees of private schools or school systems where the pupil is 

enrolled or intends to enroll, subject to the rights of parents as provided in Section 49068. 

This information shall be in addition to the pupil's permanent record transferred pursuant 

to Section 49068.  

(3) A person, persons, agency, or organization permitted access to pupil records pursuant to this 

section shall not permit access to any information obtained from those records by another person, 

persons, agency, or organization, except for allowable exceptions contained within the federal 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 2001 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232g) and state law, 

without the written consent of the pupil's parent. This paragraph does not require prior parental 

consent when information obtained pursuant to this section is shared with other persons within 

the educational institution, agency, or organization obtaining access, so long as those persons 

have a legitimate interest in the information.  

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a school district, including a county office of 

education or superintendent of schools, may participate in an interagency data information 

system that permits access to a computerized database system within and between governmental 

agencies or districts as to information or records that are non-privileged, and where release is 

authorized as to the requesting agency under state or federal law or regulation, if each of the 

following requirements are met:  

(A) Each agency and school district shall develop security procedures or devices 

by which unauthorized personnel cannot access data contained in the system.  

(B) Each agency and school district shall develop procedures or devices to secure 

privileged or confidential data from unauthorized disclosure.  

(C) Each school district shall comply with the access log requirements of Section 

49064.  

(D) The right of access granted shall not include the right to add, delete, or alter 

data without the written permission of the agency holding the data.  

(E) An agency or school district shall not make public or otherwise release 

information on an individual contained in the database where the information is 

protected from disclosure or release as to the requesting agency by state or federal 

law or regulation.  

(b) The officials and authorities to whom pupil records are disclosed pursuant to 

subdivision (f) of Section 48902 and subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) 

shall certify in writing to the disclosing school district that the information shall not be 

disclosed to another party, except as provided under the federal Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act of 2001 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232g) and state law, without the prior 

written consent of the parent of the pupil or the person identified as the holder of the 

pupil's educational rights.  

(c) (1) Any person or party who is not permitted access to pupil records pursuant to 

subdivision (a) or (b) may request access to pupil records as provided for in paragraph 

(2).  

(2) A local educational agency or other person or party who has received pupil 

records, or information from pupil records, may release the records or information to a 

person or party identified in paragraph (1) without the consent of the pupil's parent or 

guardian pursuant to Section 99.31(b) of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
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if the records or information are de-identified, which requires the removal of all 

personally identifiable information, provided that the disclosing local educational 

agency or other person or party has made a reasonable determination that a pupil's 

identity is not personally identifiable, whether through single or multiple releases, and 

has taken into account other pertinent reasonably available information.  

 

 

Pupil Exemptions 
48220. Classes of children exempted  
The classes of children described in this article, shall be exempted by the proper school 

authorities from the requirements of attendance upon a public full-time day school.  

 

48222. Attendance in a private school  
Children who are being instructed in a private full-time day school by persons capable of 

teaching shall be exempted. Such school shall, except under the circumstances described in 

Section 30, be taught in the English language and shall offer instruction in the several branches 

of study required to be taught in the public schools of the state. The attendance of the pupils shall 

be kept by private school authorities in a register, and the record of attendance shall indicate 

clearly every absence of the pupil from school for a half day or more during each day that school 

is maintained during the year.  

Exemptions under this section shall be valid only after verification by the attendance supervisor 

of the district, or other person designated by the board of education, that the private school has 

complied with the provisions of Section 33190 requiring the annual filing by the owner or other 

head of a private school of an affidavit or statement of prescribed information with the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. The verification required by this section shall not be 

construed as an evaluation, recognition, approval, or endorsement of any private school or 

course.  

 

48223. Mentally gifted children  
Children who are mentally gifted and who are being instructed in a private full-time day school 

by persons capable of teaching, where all or part of the courses of instruction required to be 

taught in the public schools of this state is taught in a foreign language with not less than 50 

percent of the total daily instructional time taught in the English language, shall be exempted. 

The attendance of the pupils shall be kept pursuant to Section 48222.  

 

48224. Instruction by tutor  
Children not attending a private, full-time, day school and who are being instructed in study and 

recitation for at least three hours a day for 175 days each calendar year by a private tutor or other 

person in the several branches of study required to be taught in the public schools of this state 

and in the English language shall be exempted. The tutor or other person shall hold a valid state 

credential for the grade taught. The instruction shall be offered between the hours of 8 o'clock 

a.m. and 4 o'clock p.m.  

 

48225. Contracts to secure tutoring for children working in the entertainment or allied 

industries  
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The governing board of any school district which has children holding work permits to work 

temporarily in the entertainment or allied industries who are exempted from attending public 

full-time day school under the provisions of this article, or a county superintendent of schools, 

may contract with any person, firm or corporation responsible for the education of any children, 

so employed or acting on behalf thereof, to provide eligibility lists and placement services for 

qualified teaching and other necessary personnel for the tutoring of such children while so 

employed. Such personnel shall not for these purposes be deemed public employees. The 

contract shall require the payment of all costs of the school district, or the county superintendent 

of schools in providing the lists or services.  

 

48225.5. Work Permits for Students in the Entertainment Industry  
(a) (1) Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil who holds a work permit to work for a period of 

not more than five consecutive days in the entertainment or allied industries shall be excused 

from school during the period that the pupil is working in the entertainment or allied industry for 

a maximum of up to five absences per school year.  

    (2) Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil shall be excused from school in order to 

participate with a not-for-profit performing arts organization in a performance for a public school 

pupil audience for a maximum of up to five days per school year provided the pupil's parent or 

guardian provides a written note to the school authorities explaining the reason for the pupil's 

absence.  

(c) A pupil absent from school under this section shall be permitted to complete all 

assignments and tests missed during the absence that can be reasonably provided and, 

upon satisfactory completion, shall be given full credit therefore. The teacher of any class 

from which a pupil is absent shall determine, pursuant to the regulations of the governing 

board of the school district, or the county board of education, what assignments the pupil 

shall make up and in what period of time the pupil shall complete those assignments. The 

tests and assignments shall be reasonably equivalent to, but not necessarily identical to, 

the tests and assignments that the pupil missed during the absence.  

(c) A pupil absent pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) shall receive instruction during 

the period of the absence from a studio teacher certified by the Labor Commissioner holding 

credentials as defined in Section 11755 of Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations. The 

instruction shall be offered between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. for pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to 

6, inclusive, and between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. for pupils in grades 7 to 12, inclusive. The school 

district or county superintendent of schools shall accept the work done by the pupil and the 

grades given to the pupil on that work and shall provide the pupil with credit for the instruction 

the pupil received from that teacher.  

(d) At the request of a pupil excused from school pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a), 

the pupil may be permitted to enroll in a work experience program of the school district and shall 

receive appropriate academic credit for that work experience.  

(e) This section shall apply to all pupils, whether a pupil is enrolled in regular classes or special 

education classes, a regional occupational program or center, or a program of independent study, 

or any other program of the school district or county superintendent of schools.  

 

48230. Compulsory part-time classes  
Children who hold permits to work shall be exempted, but such children shall be subject to 

compulsory attendance upon part-time classes.  
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48231. Entrance into attendance area within ten schooldays of end of school term 

Notwithstanding Section 48201, pupils between 12 and 18 years of age who enter an attendance 

area from another state within 10 schooldays before the end of the school term during which 

such entrance occurs are exempt for the remainder of the school term. 168  

 

48232. Leave of absence of pupil of 15; conditions; review and report on program  
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a child who will be 15 years old at the time a leave 

of absence is to begin may take a leave of absence from school for a period of up to one 

semester, if all of the following conditions are satisfied:  

(a) The school district governing board adopts a written policy to allow pupil leaves of absence 

consistent with this section.  

(b) The purpose of the leave is supervised travel, study, training, or work not available to the 

pupil under another education option.  

(c) A written agreement is entered into that is signed by the child's parent or guardian, the 

principal or administrative officer of the school which the child would otherwise attend, a 

classroom teacher familiar with the child's academic progress selected by the child, and the 

district supervisor of child welfare and attendance, and that provides for all of the following:  

(1) The purpose of the leave.  

(2) The length of time the child will be on leave.  

(3) A meeting between, or contact with, the child and a school official designated in the 

agreement at least once a month while the child is on leave.  

(4) A statement incorporating the provisions contained in subdivision (b).  

(d) The child shall be entitled to return to school at any time. No child who takes a leave of 

absence shall be penalized from completing his or her academic requirements within a time 

period equal to that of classmates who did not take a leave of absence, plus a period of time 

equal to the leave of absence. However, when a child reenrolls at any time other than the 

beginning of a semester, the school shall not be required to give makeup sessions during that 

semester for the classes that the child has missed.  

(e) A leave of absence may be extended for an additional semester upon approval by all parties 

to the written agreement and the local school attendance review board.  

(f) No leave of absence may be taken that would continue past the end of the school year in 

which the leave is taken.  

(g) If the pupil does not contact the designated school official as stipulated in the written 

agreement, the leave of absence shall be nullified. Any party to the written agreement may 

nullify the agreement for cause at any time.  

h) No more than 1 percent of the pupils enrolled and in attendance at each school shall be 

permitted to take a leave of absence during each academic year.  

 

48416. Leave of absence; pupil between the ages 16 and 18; conditions  

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a child who, at the time a leave of absence is to 

begin, will be between the ages of 16 and 18, inclusive, may take a leave of absence from 

compulsory continuation education classes or, if exempted pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 

48410, from the school that the child attends, for a period of up to two semesters, if all the 

following conditions are satisfied:  



16 
Appendix B Cal Ed Codes, 2016 

(a) The school district governing board adopts a written policy to allow student leaves of absence 

consistent with this section.  

(b) The purpose of the leave is supervised travel, study, training, or work not available to the 

student under another education option.  

(c) A written agreement is entered into that is signed by the child, the child's parent or guardian, 

the principal or administrative officer of the school that the child would otherwise attend, a 

classroom teacher familiar with the child's academic progress selected by the child, and the 

district supervisor of child welfare and attendance, and that provides for all of the following:  

(1) The purpose of the leave.  

(2) The length of time the child will be on leave.  

(3) A meeting between or contact with the child and a school official designated in the 

agreement at least once a month while the child is on leave.  

(4) A statement incorporating the provisions contained in subdivision (b).  

(d) The child shall be entitled to return to school at any time. No child who takes a leave of 

absence shall be penalized from completing his or her academic requirements within a time 

period equal to that of classmates who did not take a leave of absence, plus a period of time 

equal to the leave of absence. However, when a child reenrolls at any time other than the 

beginning of a semester, the school shall not be required to give makeup sessions during that 

semester for the classes that the child has missed.  

(e) A leave of absence may be extended for an additional semester upon approval by all parties 

to the written agreement and the local school attendance review board.  
(f) No leave of absence may be taken that would continue past the end of the school year in which the 

leave is taken.  

(g) If the student does not contact the designated school official as stipulated in the written agreement, the 

leave of absence shall be nullified. Any party to the written agreement may nullify the written agreement 

for cause at any time.  

(h) No more than 1 percent of the pupils enrolled and in attendance at each school shall be permitted to 

take a leave of absence during each academic year.  

 

 

Supervisors of Attendance 
48240. Appointment and fixing of duties of supervisor of attendance  

The board of education of any school district and of any county shall appoint a supervisor of 

attendance and such assistant supervisors of attendance as may be necessary to supervise the 

attendance of pupils in the district or county. The board shall prescribe the duties of the 

supervisor and assistant supervisors of attendance, not inconsistent with law, to include, among 

other duties that may be required by the board, those specific duties related to compulsory full-

time education, truancy, work permits, compulsory continuation education, and opportunity 

schools, classes, and programs, now required of such attendance supervisors by this chapter and 

Article 4 (commencing with Section 48450) of Chapter 3 and Article 2 (commencing with 

Section 48630) of Chapter 4 of this part.  

 

48241. Certification of supervisor of attendance for city or city and county  
In any city or city and county no supervisor of attendance or assistant supervisors of attendance 

shall be appointed, unless he has been lawfully certificated for the work by the county board of 

education.  
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48242. District supervisors  
The board of school trustees of any district of a county may appoint a district supervisor of 

attendance to act under the direction of the county supervisor of attendance.  

 

48243. Employment by more than one school district  
Two or more districts may unite in appointing a district supervisor of attendance and in paying 

his compensation.  

 

48244. Contracts for supervisors of attendance; transfer of funds  
A district may, with the approval of the county board of education, contract with the county 

superintendent of schools for the supervision of attendance of pupils in the school district. The 

county superintendent of schools shall transfer from the funds of the district to the county school 

service fund an amount equal to the actual cost of providing for the supervision of attendance.  

 

48245. Certification of district supervisor  
In any district or districts with an average daily attendance of 1,000 or more school children, 

according to the annual school report of the last preceding school year, no district supervisor of 

attendance shall be appointed, unless he has been lawfully certificated for the work by the county 

board of education.  

 

48246. Entry into place of employment  
The attendance supervisor, who is a full-time attendance supervisor performing no other duties, 

of any county, city and county, or school district in which any place of employment is situated, 

or the probation officer of the county, may at any time enter into any such place of employment 

for the purpose of examining permits to work or to employ of all minors employed in such place 

of employment, or for the purpose of investigating violations of the provisions of the Labor Code 

or of the provisions of this chapter, or Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 49100) of this part. 

If the attendance supervisor or probation officer is denied entrance to such place of employment, 

or if any violation of laws relating to the education of minors is found to exist, the attendance 

supervisor or probation officer shall report the denial of entrance or the violation to the Labor 

Commissioner. Such report shall be made within 48 hours and shall be in writing, setting forth 

the fact that he has good cause to believe that such laws are being violated in such place of 

employment and describing the nature of the violation.  

 

 

Excused Absences 
48205. Excused Absences;  

(a)Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil shall be excused from school when the absence is:  

(1) Due to his or her illness.  

(2) Due to quarantine under the direction of a county or city health officer.  

(3) For the purpose of having medical, dental, optometric, or chiropractic services 

rendered.  

(4) For the purpose of attending the funeral services of a member of his or her immediate 

family, so long as the absence is not more than one day if the service is conducted in 

California and not more than three days if the service is conducted outside California.  

(5) For the purpose of jury duty in the manner provided for by law.  
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(6) Due to the illness or medical appointment during school hours of a child of whom the 

pupil is the custodial parent.  

(7) For justifiable personal reasons, including, but not limited to, an appearance in court, 

attendance at a funeral service, observance of a holiday or ceremony of his or her 

religion, attendance at religious retreats, attendance at an employment conference, or 

attendance at an educational conference on the legislative or judicial process offered by a 

nonprofit organization when the pupil's absence is requested in writing by the parent or 

guardian and approved by the principal or a designated representative pursuant to 

uniform standards established by the governing board  

(8) For the purpose of serving as a member of a precinct board for an election pursuant to 

Section 12302 of the Elections Code.  

(b) A pupil absent from school under this section shall be allowed to complete all assignments 

and tests missed during the absence that can be reasonably provided and, upon satisfactory 

completion within a reasonable period of time, shall be given full credit therefore. The teacher of 

the class from which a pupil is absent shall determine which tests and assignments shall be 

reasonably equivalent to, but not necessarily identical to, the tests and assignments that the pupil 

missed during the absence.  

(c) For purposes of this section, attendance at religious retreats shall not exceed four hours per 

semester.  

(d) Absences pursuant to this section are deemed to be absences in computing average daily 

attendance and shall not generate state apportionment payments.  

(e) "Immediate family," as used in this section, has the same meaning as that set forth in Section 

45194, except that references therein to "employee" shall be deemed to be references to "pupil."  

 

 

Investigations and Enforcement of Compulsory Education Laws 

against Parents 
48290. Required Full and Impartial School Attendance Investigations  

The governing board of any school district, shall, on the complaint of any person, make full and 

impartial investigation of all charges against any parent, guardian, or other person having control 

or charge of any child, for violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.  

 

48291. Required Referral of Parents to SARB and Required District Referrals to Law 

Enforcement  
If it appears upon investigation that any parent, guardian, or other person having control or 

charge of any child has violated any of the provisions of this chapter, the secretary of the board 

of education, except as provided in Section 48292, or the clerk of the board of trustees, shall 

refer such person to a school attendance review board. In the event that any such parent, 

guardian, or other person continually and willfully fails to respond to directives of the school 

attendance review board or services provided, the school attendance review board shall direct the 

school district to make and file in the proper court a criminal complaint against the parent, 

guardian, or other person, charging the violation, and shall see that the charge is prosecuted by 

the proper authority. In the event that a criminal complaint is not prosecuted by the proper 

authority as recommended, the official making the determination not to prosecute shall provide 

the school attendance review board with a written explanation for the decision not to prosecute.  
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48293. Penalties against Parents  

(a) Any parent, guardian, or other person having control or charge of any pupil who fails to 

comply with this chapter, unless excused or exempted therefrom, is guilty of an infraction and 

shall be punished as follows:  

(1) Upon a first conviction, by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100).  

(2) Upon a second conviction, by a fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars 

($250).  

(3) Upon a third or subsequent conviction, if the person has willfully refused to comply 

with this section, by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500). In lieu of 

imposing the fines prescribed in paragraphs (1) (2), and (3), the court may order the 

person to be placed in a parent education and counseling program.  

(b) A judgment that a person convicted of an infraction be punished as prescribed in subdivision 

(a) may also provide for the payment of the fine within a specified time or in specified 

installments, or for participation in the program. A judgment granting a defendant time to pay the 

fine or prescribing the days of attendance in a program shall order that if the defendant fails to 

pay the fine, or any installment thereof, on the date that it is due, or fails to attend a program on a 

prescribed date, he or she shall appear in court on that date for further proceedings. Willful 

violation of the order is punishable as contempt.  

(c) Until January 1, 2005, the court may also order that the person convicted of the violation of 

subdivision (a) immediately enroll the pupil in the appropriate school or educational program 

and provide proof of enrollment to the court. Willful violation of an order under this subdivision 

is punishable as civil contempt with a fine of up to one thousand dollars ($1,000). An order of 

contempt under this subdivision shall not include imprisonment.  

(d) The Legislative Analyst, in consultation with the California District Attorneys Association 

and the State Department of Education, shall develop a report to be submitted to the Legislature 

on or before January 1, 2004, concerning the implementation of this subdivision.  

 

 

Independent Study 
51747. Policy Requirements for Independent Study  
A school district or county office of education shall not be eligible to receive apportionments for 

independent study by pupils, regardless of age, unless it has adopted written policies, and has 

implemented those policies, pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, that include, but are not limited to, all of the following:  

(a) The maximum length of time, by grade level and type of program, that may elapse between 

the time an independent study assignment is made and the date by which the pupil must complete 

the assigned work.  

(b) The number of missed assignments that will be allowed before an evaluation is conducted to 

determine whether it is in the best interests of the pupil to remain in independent study, or 

whether he or she should return to the regular school program. A written record of the findings of 

any evaluation made pursuant to this subdivision shall be treated as a mandatory interim pupil 

record. The record shall be maintained for a period of three years from the date of the evaluation 

and, if the pupil transfers to another California public school, the record shall be forwarded to 

that school.  

(c) A requirement that a current written agreement for each independent study pupil shall be 

maintained on file including, but not limited to, all of the following:  
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(1) The manner, time, frequency, and place for submitting a pupil's assignments and for 

reporting his or her progress.  

(2) The objectives and methods of study for the pupil's work, and the methods utilized to 

evaluate that work.  

(3) The specific resources, including materials and personnel which will be made 

available to the pupil.  

(4) A statement of the policies adopted pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b) regarding the 

maximum length of time allowed between the assignment and the completion of a pupil's 

assigned work, and the number of missed assignments allowed prior to an evaluation of 

whether or not the pupil should be allowed to continue in independent study.  

(5) The duration of the independent study agreement, including the beginning and ending 

dates for the pupil's participation in independent study under the agreement. No 

independent study agreement shall be valid for any period longer than one semester, or 

one-half year for a school on a year-round calendar.  

(6) A statement of the number of course credits or, for the elementary grades, other 

measures of academic accomplishment appropriate to the agreement, to be earned by the 

pupil upon completion.  

(7) The inclusion of a statement in each independent study agreement that independent 

study is an optional educational alternative in which no pupil may be required to 

participate. In the case of a pupil who is referred or assigned to any school, class, or 

program pursuant to Section 48915 or 48917, the agreement also shall include the 

statement that instruction may be provided to the pupil through independent study only if 

the pupil is offered the alternative of classroom instruction.  

(8) Each written agreement shall be signed, prior to the commencement of independent 

study, by the pupil, the pupil's parent, legal guardian, or caregiver, if the pupil is less than 

18 years of age, the certificated employee who has been designated as having 

responsibility for the general supervision of independent study, and all persons who have 

direct responsibility for providing assistance to the pupil. For purposes of this paragraph 

"caregiver" means a person who has met the requirements of Part 1.5 (commencing with 

Section 6550) of the Family Code. 174  

 

 

Home and Hospital Instruction 
48206.3 Pupils with Temporary Disabilities  

(a) Except for those pupils receiving individual instruction provided pursuant to Section 48206.5, 

a pupil with a temporary disability which makes attendance in the regular day classes or 

alternative education program in which the pupil is enrolled impossible or inadvisable shall 

receive individual instruction provided by the district in which the pupil is deemed to reside.  

(b) For purposes of this section and Sections 48206.5, 48207, and 48208, the following terms 

have the following meanings:  

(1) "Individual instruction" means instruction provided to an individual pupil in the 

pupil's home, in a hospital or other residential health facility, excluding state hospitals, or 

under other circumstances prescribed by regulations adopted for that purpose by the State 

Board of Education.  

(2) "Temporary disability" means a physical, mental, or emotional disability incurred 

while a pupil is enrolled in regular day classes or an alternative education program, and 
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after which the pupil can reasonably be expected to return to regular day classes or the 

alternative education program without special intervention. A temporary disability shall 

not include a disability for which a pupil is identified as an individual with exceptional 

needs pursuant to Section 56026.  

(c) (1) For purposes of computing average daily attendance pursuant to Section 42238.5, each 

clock hour of teaching time devoted to individual instruction shall count as one day of 

attendance.  

(2) No pupil shall be credited with more than five days of attendance per calendar week, 

or more than the total number of calendar days that regular classes are maintained by the 

district in any fiscal year.  

(d) Notice of the availability of individualized instruction shall be given pursuant to Section 

48980.  

 

48206.5. Any school district which, prior to January 1, 1986, maintained a program to provide 

individual instruction to pupils enrolled in regular day classes or an alternative education 

program offered by the district who have a temporary disability may continue the program as it 

existed prior to January 1, 1986. 175  

 

 

Comprehensive School Safety Plans; Contents; Disaster Procedures; 

Development 
32282. (a) The comprehensive school safety plan shall include, but not be limited to, both of the 

following:  

(1) Assessing the current status of school crime committed on school campuses and at 

school-related functions.  

(2) Identifying appropriate strategies and programs that will provide or maintain a high 

level of school safety and address the school's procedures for complying with existing 

laws related to school safety, which shall include the development of all of the following:  

(A) Child abuse reporting procedures consistent with Article 2.5 (commencing 

with Section 11164) of Title 1 of Part 4 of the Penal Code.  

(B) Disaster procedures, routine and emergency, including adaptations for pupils 

with disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

(42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.). The disaster procedures shall also include, but not 

be limited to, both of the following:  

(i) Establishing an earthquake emergency procedure system in every 

public school building having an occupant capacity of 50 or more pupils 

or more than one classroom. A district or county office may work with the 

California Emergency Management Agency and the Seismic Safety 

Commission to develop and establish the earthquake emergency procedure 

system. The system shall include, but not be limited to, all of the 

following:  

(I) A school building disaster plan, ready for implementation at 

any time, for maintaining the safety and care of pupils and staff.  

(II) A drop procedure whereby each pupil and staff member takes 

cover under a table or desk, dropping to his or her knees, with the 

head protected by the arms, and the back to the windows. A drop 
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procedure practice shall be held at least once each school quarter in 

elementary schools and at least once a semester in secondary 

schools.  

(III) Protective measures to be taken before, during, and following 

an earthquake.  

(IV) A program to ensure that pupils and both the certificated and 

classified staff are aware of, and properly trained in, the earthquake 

emergency procedure system.  

(ii) Establishing a procedure to allow a public agency, including the 

American Red Cross, to use school buildings, grounds, and equipment for 

mass care and welfare shelters during disasters or other emergencies 

affecting the public health and welfare. The district or county office shall 

cooperate with the public agency in furnishing and maintaining the 

services as the district or county office may deem necessary to meet the 

needs of the community.  

(C) Policies pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 48915 for pupils who committed an 

act listed in subdivision (c) of Section 48915 and other school-designated serious acts 

which would lead to suspension, expulsion, or mandatory expulsion recommendations 

pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 48900) of Chapter 6 of Part 27.  

(D) Procedures to notify teachers of dangerous pupils pursuant to Section 49079.  

(E) A discrimination and harassment policy consistent with the prohibition against 

discrimination contained in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 200) of Part 1.  

(F) The provisions of any school-wide dress code, pursuant to Section 35183, that 

prohibits pupils from wearing "gang-related apparel," if the school has adopted that type 

of a dress code. For those purposes, the comprehensive school safety plan shall define  

"Gang-related apparel." The definition shall be limited to apparel that, if worn or 

displayed on a school campus, reasonably could be determined to threaten the health and 

safety of the school environment. Any school-wide dress code established pursuant to 

this section and Section 35183 shall be enforced on the school campus and at any school-

sponsored activity by the principal of the school or the person designated by the 

principal. For the purposes of this paragraph, "gang-related apparel" shall not be 

considered a protected form of speech pursuant to Section 48950.  

(G) Procedures for safe ingress and egress of pupils, parents, and school employees to 

and from school.  

(H) A safe and orderly environment conducive to learning at the school.  

(I) The rules and procedures on school discipline adopted pursuant to Sections 35291 and 

35291.5.  

(J) Hate crime reporting procedures pursuant to Chapter 1.2 (commencing with Section 

628) of Title 15 of Part 1 of the Penal Code.  

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that schools develop comprehensive school safety plans 

using existing resources, including the materials and services of the partnership, pursuant to this 

chapter. It is also the intent of the Legislature that schools use the handbook developed and 

distributed by the School/Law Enforcement Partnership Program entitled "Safe Schools: A 

Planning Guide for Action" in conjunction with developing their plan for school safety.  

(c) Grants to assist schools in implementing their comprehensive school safety plan shall be 

made available through the partnership as authorized by Section 32285.  
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(d) Each school site council or school safety planning committee in developing and updating a 

comprehensive school safety plan shall, where practical, consult, cooperate, and coordinate with 

other school site councils or school safety planning committees.  

(e) The comprehensive school safety plan may be evaluated and amended, as needed, by the 

school safety planning committee, but shall be evaluated at least once a year, to ensure that the 

comprehensive school safety plan is properly implemented. An updated file of all safety-related 

plans and materials shall be readily available for inspection by the public.  

(f) The comprehensive school safety plan, as written and updated by the school site council or 

school safety planning committee, shall be submitted for approval under subdivision (a) of 

Section 32288. 177  

 

 

Definition of Chronic Absenteeism 
60901(c) (1). Chronic Absentee Defined  
For purposes of this section, "chronic absentee" means a pupil who is absent on 10 percent or 

more of the schooldays in the school year when the total number of days a pupil is absent is 

divided by the total number of days the pupil is enrolled and school was actually taught in the 

regular day schools of the district, exclusive of Saturdays and Sundays. 

 

 

Private School/Home School Instruction 
33190. Conducting Private School Instruction.  Every person, firm, association, partnership, 

or corporation offering or conducting private school instruction on the elementary or high school 

level shall between the first and 15th day of October of each year, commencing on October 1, 

1967, file with the Superintendent of Public Instruction an affidavit or statement, under penalty 

of perjury, by the owner or other head setting forth the following information for the current 

year: 

(a) All names, whether real or fictitious, of the person, firm, association, partnership, or 

corporation under which it has done and is doing business. 

(b) The address, including city and street, of every place of doing business of the person, firm, 

association, partnership, or corporation within the State of California.  

(c) The address, including city and street, of the location of the records of the person, firm, 

association, partnership, or corporation, and the name and address, including city and street, of 

the custodian of such records.     

(d) The names and addresses, including city and street, of the directors, if any, and principal 

officers of the person, firm, association, partnership, or corporation. 

(e) The school enrollment, by grades, number of teachers, coeducational or enrollment limited to 

boys or girls and boarding facilities. 

(f) That the following records are maintained at the address stated, and are true and accurate: 

 (1) The records required to be kept by Section 48222. 

 (2) The courses of study offered by the institution. 

 (3) The names and addresses, including city and street, of its faculty, together with a 

record of the educational qualifications of each. 

 (g) Criminal record summary information has been obtained pursuant to Section 44237.   
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Whenever two or more private schools are under the effective control or supervision of a single 

administrative unit, such administrative unit may comply with the provisions of this section on 

behalf of each of the schools under its control or supervision by submitting one report.  

 

Filing pursuant to this section shall not be interpreted to mean, and it shall be unlawful for any 

school to expressly or impliedly represent by any means whatsoever, that the State of California, 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board of Education, the State Department of 

Education, or any division or bureau of the department, or any accrediting agency has made any 

evaluation, recognition, approval, or endorsement of the school or course unless this is an actual 

fact. 

 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall prepare and publish a list of private elementary 

and high schools to include the name and address of the school and the name of the school owner 

or administrator. 

 

33191. Filing Affidavit (a) Commencing October 1, 1985, the affidavit or statement filed with 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction pursuant to Section 33190 shall, under penalty of 

perjury, include a statement manifesting compliance with the provisions of Section 44237. 

(b) In the case of any private school where the instructor also serves as the administrator of the 

school, the affidavit or statement shall be made available upon request to the parents or guardians 

of all pupils currently enrolled in the school and to any parent or guardian considering whether to 

enroll his or her child in the school. 

 


